Sermon Parshat Kedoshim – Rabbi A Z Saunders.

This week Sidra contains 51 mitzvos. 13 Posivive commandments and 38 negative commandments.
In chapter 19 v 17 it says as follows;-

‘You should not hate your brother in your heart; you should reprove your friend and do not bear a sin because of him.’
Question

What is the connection between these apparent random statements that appear in the same verse?
Answer

So I am basing my explanation based on what I saw on the Tisha Bov event by R’ Y Frand. 

The Torah tells us of the sin of hating your fellow Jew. We know how terrible this sin is. The Talmud gives this sin as the reason for this exile. Therefore, the Torah is giving us a helping hand.

You want to know how not to commit the sin of hating your fellow Jew; then air your grievances with him.  Don’t let things fester under the surface. We all know that when we feel we are wronged we get angry. If we deal with it and tell the person, we can then move on. If we choose to keep it quiet then it can gnaw away at us and lead to hatred.
If we are not careful and let our grievances build; it can eventually lead to murder. This is clear from Parshat Massie.  In Numbers chapter 35, we learn about the laws of murder and one who murders accidentally. In verse 20 it says

‘If he pushed him out of HATRED, or hurled upon him from ambush or in EMNITY struck him…. He should be put to death, Later on while discussing an accidental murder it states verse 22 

‘But if with suddenness WITHOUT EMNITY or without ambush…….’ So it is clear from the Torah why someone commits murder; because he has hatred towards him.

We should all learn from this about the power of hated and try and settle our disputes in a calm way and air our grievances respectfully before it turns into something nasty.  

