Sermon Parshas Pinchos by Rabbi A. Z. Saunders 

 The Jewish people were seduced by Moabite women and ended up worshipping the Moabite idols. Even the prince of the tribe of Shimon was seduced.  Hashem punished the Jews by bringing a plague which killed 24000 Jews mainly from the tribe of Shimon. The plague only stopped when Pinchos killed the prince of the tribe of Shimon whilst he was engaged in the act of sexual relations with a Moabite princess. 

The Rabbis say that the Jews teased Pinchos for killing the prince of the tribe of Shimon. They teased him by saying – 

How could he do such a thing when his own grandfather Yisro was an idol worshiper? 

Question

I was asked the following question by R’ Dovid Greenstein in Prameshlam Synagogue in Flatbush New York this week;

If the Jews could see that the plague stopped when Pinchos killed the prince of the tribe of Shimon, How could they tease him?  Surely that proved what he did was right. 
He answered as follows;-

In Samuel 2 ch 1 verse 14 King David rebukes the person who killed king Saul by saying ‘ how come you weren’t afraid to kill the anointed one of Hashem’ even though he asked you too. So the same is true here. The Jews were teasing Pinchos by saying how could little you kill a prince, even thought it stopped the plague you should have left it to Moshe. Therefore Hashem had to reward Pinchos by making him a priest, so he now had status on which to rely. 
Bonus 
In this week’s Sidra Moshe is told he is going to die prior to the Jews entering Egypt.  Upon hearing this news he immediately asked Hashem to appoint a new leader. (ch 27 v 16)
This goes to show that everyone needs a leader.  Even the Jews in their holy state prior to entering the land of Israel needed a leader. 

 Moshe also asked for only one man. (v 16)  This proves in my humble opinion that Jews and Jewish organisations run better as dictatorships.  People have lots of opinions and don’t necessarily agree with anyone else’s opinion.  

I would welcome your thoughts by way of the blog on why you think leaders are so important
