Sermon Parshas Ekev by Rabbi A. Z. Saunders

At the beginning of this week’s Sedra we are told of the great rewards for keeping all the mitzvoth especially the minor ones that appear insignificant.  It then digresses to warn against complacency. (ch 8 v 14)
Question

Why when warning against complacency does the Torah tell us of G-d’s miracles? 
In verse 15 we are told that Hashem led us through the great and awesome desert with snakes and scorpions and no water- and yet we still survived. 

Answer

It would appear from here that the worst part of sinning is being ungrateful. Hashem has performed so many miracles for us how could we even think about disobeying him.  We are repaying His immense good with evil. 
We should al take this message on board and try and be more grateful to Hashem for what he has done for us. We should constantly thank Him verbally for all that he has done for us. 

People spend far too much time praying for more things without taking stock of what Hashem has already given us. In our day to day lives and relationships we are looking for appreciation for what we do. We feed off it. The more appreciated we feel the more likely we are to continue doing whatever it is we are doing. 
The same is true for Hashem. The more we appreciate and thank Him for what He has given us, the more likely He is to giver us more things in the future.
The problem is we are born with an inherent quality of ungratefulness.  The Talmud (Avoda zarroh 5a) states that Adam was ungrateful when he blamed his wife for giving him to eat from the forbidden tree of knowledge. 

If we all manage to work on this trait, then we will al see a change in our relationships. Whether it is with our spouses or parents, children of just our friends, the more grateful and thankful we are for what people do for us, the more our relationships will improve.
